
A short history of “Garden Cities” 

Why is the Garden City movement active ? 
 
• Housing for factory workers – David Dale and Robert Owen 1800 
• Model villages from 1824 
• Who captures the uplift in land value – Henry George 1879 
• To-Morrow, the path to real reform – Ebenezer Howard 1898 
• Today, DCLG Garden City prospectus 2014 
• New Garden Cities Alliance from 2014 
• Garden City Declaration 2017 
• Neighbourhood Planning Bill with new compulsory purchase powers 

 
 
 
 



The New Lanark 
cotton mills were 
founded in 1786 by 
David Dale 



• Between 1795-1799, over 3,000 visitors 
from all over the world came to see what 
was happening in New Lanark.  

• Robert Owen also and he fell in love with 
Dales daughter Caroline 

• In 1799 he moved to New Lanark and took 
over the company in 1800 



• 1824 Owen and his son William set sail to 
Indiana in the US to implement the vision 
for "a New Moral World" of happiness, 
enlightenment, and prosperity through 
education, science, technology, and 
communal living. 



1851 Saltaire, UK 

1861 – Bayreuth, Germany 

1846 – Eisenheim, Germany 



1888 - Port Sunlight, UK 1893 – Bournville, UK  

1878 - Crespi d'Adda, Italy 



 
 

• 1879 San Francisco 
 

• Henry George: 
Progress and Poverty 
 

• Sold over 6 Mio 
copies worldwide 
 

• Only the bible sold 
more at that time 
 

• Highly influential 
 

• Progressive Era starts 
 
 

• THE LAND QUESTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 1909/10 People´s Budget 
 

• Lloyd George and Winston Churchill 
 

• Influenced by Henry George 
 

• 20% of uplift in land values are taxed 
 

• House of Commons agree 
 

• Lords block the legislation for a year 
 

• The VOA Valuation office agency starts working – 
register all land in the UK 
 

• Churchill: “Land, the mother of all monopolies” 
 
 

 



 
• Every room in these rotten and reeking 

tenements houses a family, often two. In 
one cellar a sanitary inspector reports 
finding a father, mother, three children and 
four pigs ! 

 
• Here are seven people living in one 

underground kitchen, and a little dead child 
lying in the same room. 

 
• In another nine brothers and sisters, from 29 

years of age downwards, live, eat and sleep 
together. 

 
 
 



• 1850 Ebenezer Howard born 
• 1871 America for a while 

• 1898 To-Morrow published 
• 1899 Garden Cities Association 
• 1903 First Garden City Ltd. – 

Letchworth 
 









1909 
 
Hellerau, near 
Dresden 
 
1. Garden City 
in Germany 





April 2014, DCLG Garden Cities prospectus 
with the following principles: 
• strong vision, leadership and community engagement 

• land value capture for the benefit of the community 

• community ownership of land and long-term stewardship of assets 

• mixed-tenure homes and housing types that are affordable for ordinary people 

• a strong local jobs offer in the Garden City itself, with a variety of employment opportunities within easy 
commuting distance of homes 

• beautifully and imaginatively designed homes with gardens, combining the very best of town and country 
living to create healthy homes in vibrant communities 

• generous green space linked to the wider natural environment, including a surrounding belt of countryside 
to prevent sprawl, well connected and biodiversity rich public parks, and a mix of public and private 
networks of well-managed, high quality gardens, tree-lined streets and open spaces 

• opportunities for residents to grow their own food, including generous allotments 

• strong local cultural, recreational and shopping facilities in walkable neighbourhoods 

• integrated and accessible low-carbon transport systems – with a series of settlements linked by rapid 
transport providing a full range of employment opportunities 



August 2014 
 
New Garden Cities 
Alliance – Community 
Interest Company 
founded 



2014 Wolfson prize 
 
1. Urbed 
2. Shelter 



III. Letchworth conference, February 2017 
Group sessions - morning 
 
I. Garden City standard 
II. Custom and -self build sector  
III. Garden Villages new and old 
IV. One Planet Living  
V. Landscape design, public parks and food forests  
VI. Support for housebuilding with garden city 
principles  
VII. Homegrown building materials & local economy  
 
Group sessions - afternoon  
 
I. Lessons from Graven Hill 
II. How can Community led housing models work 
III. Deliver a Land Value Capture system that works 
IV. Importance of  sustainability of building methods 
V. Finance and long term affordability, how can it work  
VI. How Standards have worked in the past 
VII. How governance can integrate new and existing 
communities 
 
 



Conference outcome: 
 
A Garden Town/Village/City 
should aim for and be judged 
against .. 
 
that it creates a place that is 
 
- Socially 
- Ecologically and 
- Economically sustainable 



15th March 2017 – House of Lords: 
 
“At the moment, where projects are approved, the risk is that they 
are sold on through the chain of speculators, developers and 
housebuilders.  
Then, by the time that they are delivered, on grounds of viability 
because of the price that has been paid for the land or because of 
the model of the housebuilder, none of the promises made at the 
start to the local community is delivered.” 
 
“It is also critical that we understand that the big housebuilder model 
does not allow big housebuilders greatly to increase the numbers 
being delivered.  
They will not do so even if they wish to because of the way in which 
they are financed and the way in which public listed companies are 
priced.  
The only way to deliver the increased numbers—and also the 
increased quality—is to build up new entrants, whether housing 
associations, growing SMEs, self-builders or overseas developers of 
the highest quality. ” 

Lord Taylor suggests to include the New Towns Act into the Neighborhood planning Bill. 
 
 

29th March 2017 – House of Commons accept Lord Taylors amendment and after some further ping pong in the coming weeks, the bill 
can seek the Royal Assent. 

 



Do we want this .. or real choice with custom build ? 

Developer led = NIMBY, because socially, ecologically 
and economically 

Community/locally led = YIMBY, because socially, 
ecologically and economically 
 



Thank you ! 
 
 
Thomas Hoepfner, Managing Director 
 
New Garden Cities Alliance - Community Interest Company 
113 Guinness Court,  
Snowsfields 
London SE1 3TA 
 
thomas@gardencities.org.uk 
www.gardencities.org.uk 
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